
04.15.10 Rep. Costa Announces Latest Water Increase For Valley

“This announcement is proof that we are winning our fight for water,” said Costa. “Every
additional drop we secure puts people back to work and helps get our economy going again.
Water is the lifeblood for our farmers, workers, Latino community, and entire Valley. People are
still hurting and more work must be done so additional water flows to our region. I will continue
to fight to ensure we build on the progress we have made.”
  
  Interior’s latest announcement is an increase from the Department’s initial announcement of 5
percent to agricultural contractors south of the Delta on February 26. After the persistent efforts
of Congressmen Costa and Cardoza and Senator Feinstein, Interior updated the allocation to
25 percent on March 16. 
  
  Water district managers in the Valley have stated that our farmers need a minimum allocation
of 40 percent to make it through the year. Due to drought conditions and misguided regulations
based on flawed science, last year the Westside received a mere 10 percent water allocation. 
  
  Today’s increased water allocation also comes on the heels of Costa’s announcement that the
Valley will receive $20.7 million in Recovery Act funds for the Intertie project that will link the
Delta Mendota Canal to the California Aqueduct. The project will deliver over 30,000 acre-feet
of water to San Joaquin Valley farmers who are in the most need of assistance during the water
supply crisis.
  
  Costa acknowledged the work of Secretary Salazar and his colleagues Senator Feinstein,
Congressman Cardoza, and Leader Hoyer.
  
  “I recognize the Interior Department’s efforts to increase the Valley’s water supply in these
tough times,” said Costa. “The work of Senator Feinstein, Congressman Cardoza, and Leader
Hoyer has been critical moving forward. I will keep holding the Administration’s feet to the fire.
The Administration must continue to do more to provide immediate relief to our Valley as we
work on long-term solutions.”
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